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	23 February 2004
TO: Southern Plant Board Members/Guests
FROM: Frank Fulgham
SUBJECT: 2004 SPB Meeting - Reminder
The Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services invites you to attend and participant in the 2004 annual meeting of the Southern Plant Board in historic Williamsburg, Virginia, the Colonial Capitol of Virginia from 1699 to 1780. Our Southern Plant Board meeting dates of April 4-7, 2004, are only 250-300 years later. The internationally renowned Williamsburg Colonial Area truly offers you a trip to the past. There is something for everyone: history, education, golfing, amusement parks, shopping, museums, and much more.
Temperature & Attire

In April, the average high temperature is around 65° while the average low is in the upper 40’s. Dress in layers for comfort. Bring a jacket or sweater for the evenings and wear comfortable walking shoes. Casual wear is welcome. This 301-acre outdoor, living history museum embraces you with the history of our forefathers. 
Accommodations

The SPB meeting site will be the Williamsburg Hospitality House at 415 Richmond Road, just two blocks from the restored area and directly across from the College of William and Mary, the 2nd oldest university in the nation. Check out the Williamsburg Hospitality House  web site at www.williamsburghosphouse.com              

SPB members will need to make their own reservations by phoning the toll free reservation number 1-800-932-9192 at the Williamsburg Hospitality House. Reservations must be made by March 4th to obtain the group rate. Ask for the block of rooms reserved for the Southern Plant Board. The room rate is $99.00 Single/Double occupancy plus 9.5% tax. This is the current federal and state per diem for lodging in Williamsburg. 
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Transportation

Williamsburg is served by three airports: Norfolk, Richmond and Newport News/Williamsburg Airports. Norfolk and Richmond Airports are serviced by the most carriers and each is approximately 45 miles from Williamsburg. Newport News/Williamsburg Airport is only 18 miles away and is served by US Air and commuter lines.  All major car rental agencies are located in each airport. Each airport offers ground transportation to the hotel. 
· Norfolk International Airport: Brown Airport Shuttle (757-857-3991) 
Shuttle departs every half hour for Williamsburg. Fare is $40 each way/$70 round trip. 
· Richmond International Airport: Groome Transportation Shuttle (800-643-7911)
Shuttle departs every hour for Williamsburg. Fare is $34 each way.
· Newport News/Williamsburg International Airport: Williamsburg Limo (757-877-0279) Must make advance reservations.  Fare is $22.50 each way/$35 round trip.

Williamsburg is also served by Amtrak which is 2 blocks from The Williamsburg Hospitality House.
Meeting Registration 
Please return the Registration Form by March 12 whether you send payment with the form or make payment at the meeting.  Registration Form and Draft Agenda are attached. 
My staff and I are looking forward to hosting the 2004 Southern Plant Board meeting in Williamsburg.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 
Frank M. Fulgham, Program Manager

Office of Plant & Pest Services

Virginia Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services

P.O. Box 1163, Richmond, VA 23218

Phone:  804-786-3515, Fax:  804-371-7793

e-mail:  ffulgham@vdacs.state.va.us 

For additional information about Williamsburg and Virginia, go to the following websites:  

Colonial Williamsburg: www.history.org  
Williamsburg Marketplace:  www.williamsburgmarketplace.com 
Busch Gardens:  http://4adventure.com/buschgardens/va/attractions_home.aspx 
Water Country USA:  www.watercountryusa.com/water_country/va/ 
Prime Outlets Williamsburg:  www.primeoutlets.com/cntrdefault.asp?cntrid=1045 
College of William & Mary Facts: http://web.wm.edu/about/facts.php 
Virginia is for Lovers:  www.virginia.org 
Virginia State Parks:  www.dcr.state.va.us/parks/index
Virginia Historical Sites:   www.dcr.state.va.us/parks/his_sites 
Why is Virginia a Commonwealth?  www.commonwealth.virginia.gov/FAQs/whyCommon.cfm
Virginia Emblems & Symbols: http://legis.state.va.us/CapitolClassroom/9-12/9-12Emblems.htm 
Official State Map of Virginia:  www.virginiadot.org/comtravel/maps-state.asp 
