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Introduction

The purpose of APHIS’ policy pertaining to in-flight meals aboard
military aircraft is to establish uniform and worldwide policy governing
the contents of in—flight meals placed aboard precleared! military
aircraft. These in—flight meals are for use by crew and passengers
returning to the Customs Territory of the United States (CTUS). Our
goals are to protect American agriculture while allowing U.S. military
personnel to have healthful and nutritious in—flight meals. Both goals
can be achieved through the combination of continued foreign garbage
compliance in the CTUS and adherence to the policy and procedures
that follow.

Procedures and Accountability
Following the procedures below will ensure accountability:

1. APHIS Agricultural Advisor? initiates a written compliance
agreement with the military in—flight kitchen. The agreement
must specify the conditions for purchasing and handling produce
and certain animal products. This compliance agreement must
incorporate conditions A, B, C, as follows:

1 Military preclearance is the inspection of military passengers and crew members, baggage, cargo, and
aircraft airframes outside continental United States to make sure they are in compliance with Customs
and PPQ regulations prior to their arrival in the U.S. The inspections are carried out by trained and
accredited Military Customs Inspectors. Department of Defense regulation DOD 4500.9R Part V.
Customs and Border Clearance Policy and Procedures and DOD 4500.54 Foreign Clearance Guide, United
States Section authorizes the inspections and preclearance.

2 APHIS International Services maintains an Agricultural Advisor in the European Department of Defense
Command and is responsible for the MCI program there. APHIS headquarters monitors the preclearance

program in the Atlantic, Pacific, and Southern Department of Defense Commands.
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Determine What Is Acceptable and What Is Not

A. Each in-flight meal box must be stamped "USDA
APPROVED," "ALL U.S. PRODUCT," or some other mutually
acceptable label which indicates that the box's contents meet
APHIS requirements for CTUS flights

B. If the meals contain beef, lamb, or pork (the meat of any
ruminant or swine), then those meals must have been
prepared in an accredited flight kitchen. An accredited
kitchen must store, handle, and use only beef, lamb, and
pork that originated in the United States. Such meat of
ruminants and swine may never be purchased on the local,
foreign market—even if it originated in the U.S.

C. The military kitchen must use only U.S. and approved foreign
produce and animal products for in—flight meals.
Furthermore, approved produce must be stored in separate
refrigerated lockers to prevent commingling with
nonapproved produce.

At the conclusion of this appendix there are four decision
tables that specify what is approved and may be used for
in—flight meals. See Table O-1-1 for fruits, Table O-1-2 for
vegetables (produce), Table O-1-3 for meat, and Table O-1-4
for other animal products.

potato chips are unrestricted and hence may be used for in—flight meals.

Processed items such as canned goods, cookies, peanuts, popcorn, and
NOTICE ’ ’ ’ ’

2. Military Customs Inspectors inspect in—flight kitchens weekly.
The purpose of the inspection is to ensure compliance with
APHIS policy pertaining to in—flight meals. Additionally, the
inspectors must spot check the contents of the meals aboard the
aircraft to ensure that they contain only approved products. This
onboard inspection is to further strengthen compliance.

3. APHIS Agricultural Advisor inspects kitchens quarterly to
confirm compliance.

4. PPQ officers in the CTUS occasionally inspect precleared arrivals
(never to exceed 5 percent) to verify the integrity of these
procedures and policy.

Determine What Is Acceptable and What Is Not

Determine if Fruits Are Approved

To determine which fruits are approved for in—flight meal use, see
Table O-1-1 on page O-1-3.
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Determine What Is Acceptable and What Is Not

TABLE 0-1-1 Determine if Fruits Are Approved for In-Flight Meals

If the fruit Then the
originated: And is: And the fruit is: | And: fruit may:
Inthe United | Whole Apples You can verify it is of Be used in
States continental US (CONUS) meals
origint
You can net verify that the Not be used
fruit is of CONUS origin in meals
Citrus It is stenciled with a U.S. Be used in
trademark? meals
It is not stenciled with a Not be used
U.S. trademark in meals
Neither citrus
nor apples >
Peeled, Be used in
sliced, or P> eals
diced
Outside the Bananas It is a recognized Western
United > Hemisphere brand?
States It is not a recognized Not to be
Western Hemisphere brand | used in
meals

Not bananas

-

1 When apples and citrus are in their original boxes and undoubtedly of U.S. origin, they may be

purchased on the local market.

2 For example, Amigo, Banacol, Bananero, Chiquita, Del Monte, Dole, and Turbana.

Determine Which Vegetables Are Approved

To determine which vegetables are approved for in—flight meal use, see
Table O-1-2 on page O-1-4.
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Determine What Is Acceptable and What Is Not

TABLE 0-1-2 Determine if Vegetables Are Approved for In-Flight Meal Use

If the Then the
vegetable And is to be vegetable
originated: used for: And is: And is: may:
Outside the A garnish for Diced, peeled, or Broccoli, cabbage, Be used in
United sandwichesor | sliced carrot, cauliflower, meals
States in salads endive, lettuce, onion,
or radish
Other than a Not be
vegetable listed in the | used in
cell above meals
Neither diced,
' S
peeled, nor sliced
Other than a
garnish for -
sandwiches or
in salads
Inthe United | A garnish for Diced, peeled, or Be used in
States sandwichesor | sliced > meals
in salads Neither diced, I Not be
peeled, nor sliced used in
Other than a meals
garnish for -
sandwiches or
in salads

Determine Which Fish, Fowl, or Meat Is Approved

To determine if fish, fowl, or meat is approved for in—flight meals, see
Table O-1-3 on page O-1-5.
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Determine What Is Acceptable and What Is Not

TABLE 0-1-3 Determine if Fish, Fowl, or Meat Products Are Approved for Use in

Meals
Then the
If: And: And of: And: product may:
Fish Be used in
> meals
Fowl Thoroughly
cooked >
Uncooked U.S. origin Frozen, prepackaged, and
or unopened
Not [0 Not prepackaged Not be usedin
thoroughly O If prepackaged, it is meals
cooked opened
Foreign
origin =
Beef, U.S. origin Frozen, prepackaged, and Be used in
lamb, or > unopened meals
pork
[0 Not prepackaged Not be used in
0 If prepackaged, it is meals
opened
Foreign
origin s
Luncheon U.S. origin Be used in
meat > P> meals
Foreign Not be usedin
origin P> eals

Determine if Other Animal Products Are Approved

To determine which other animal products are approved for use in
in—flight meals, see Table O-1-4 on page O-1-6.

09/2002-02
PPQ

Airport and Maritime Operations Manual 0-1-5



Appendix O

Determine What Is Acceptable and What Is Not

TABLE 0-1-4 Determine if Animal Products Are Approved for In-Flight Meals

If it is: And: And of: And: Then the product may:
Eggs Hard boiled or Be used in meals
P> Gtherwise cooked
Uncooked Not be used in meals
Dairy Butter Be used in meals
product -
Cheese, In milky liquid or Not be used in meals
including > brine
cottage Neither in milky Be used in meals
cheese liquid nor brine
Milk U.S. origin
—_—
Foreign origin Reconstituted
Other than Not be used in meals
reconstituted
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